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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO, PO 

SUB J : PORTUGAL RATIFIES ILO CONVENTION 87 

1 . NATIONAL ASSEMBLY UNANIMOUSLY RATIFIED ON APR 19 ILO CONVENTION 
87, ON FREEDOM OF TRADE UNION ASSOCIATION, AND CONVENTION 1 1, ON 
RIGHT OF AGRICULTURAL WORKERS TO ORGANIZE. 

2. COMMENT: RATIFICATIONS OF CONVENTIONS WERE ACTIVELY ENDORSED 
BY PS, PSD AND CDS PARTIES. PCP WAS CAUGHT IN A BIND. IT HAD 

LONG CALLED FOR RATIFICATION OF CONVENTION 87 DURING SALAZAR/ 
CAETANO REGIMES BUT PROVISIONS OF CONVENTION GUARANTEEING 
FREEDOM OF TRADE UNION ASSOCIATION ARE NOW COUNTER TO PCP POLICY 
OF PROMITING LABOR UNITY. PCP VOTED FOR RATIFICATION BUT 
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QUALIFIED ITS SUPPORT BY STATING THAT "TRADE UNION 
FREEDOMS DID NOT SIGNIFY TRADE UNION DIVISION." 
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